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I was born a Canadian, and it is a great opportunity for me to be able to-talk to people that 
have chosen to be Canadian. I'm quite honoured to have a chance to come and launch the 
Canada: Take It to Heart week of celebrations. Across this country, people will be joining our 
ranks and we will have a look at the things that make us all Canadian and the experiences that we 
all share. 


One hundred years ago, Sir Clifford Sifton was trying to fill an empty land. As Minister 
of the Interior and a lawyer in Brandon, Manitoba, he saw that the vast western prairie was 
Canada's great future. But he needed people. He needed tough, single-minded purposeful people 
to survive and prevail over the harsh weather conditions and the tremendously demanding home 
life on the prairies. 


So Sir Clifford Sifton went to Eastern Europe to spread the word of freedom and of the 
wide open spaces that were available in this new country. He also travelled to England, where he 
and his representatives spoke to young tradesmen and young farmers. During this time, they 
travelled to Yorkshire where they spoke in the small towns of Sheffield and Wakefield. In that 
crowd in Wakefield was a young farmer named Austin John Hadfield. He was my great 
grandfather. As a teenager in England, he had often heard stories of open spaces in Canada. He 
decided that when he was a little bit older, he would seek the open spaces that Canada offered 
and the bright future that Canada held. 


So he saved his money and he bought passage to Canada. He arrived here on the pier in 
Halifax. He took the rest of his savings to buy a train ticket to take him as far across Canada as 
he could go. He stepped off that train with one shilling in his pocket in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan in the spring of 1910. He found work there as a plumber's apprentice and a pipe 
fitter. Once he was established, he sent for his wife in England. They already had a daughter, 
and when he had left, his wife was pregnant with another child. By the time they arrived in 
Canada, he had a son that had been born in England. They came and joined him and set up life in 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, living in a tent overlooking the river as their first Canadian prairie 
winter set in. 


Life was shockingly tough when winter hit. Living in a tent with the incredibly harsh 
weather howling outside and the bad water and no money, his children began to get sick. During 
that first winter, as conditions worsened, his young son, Austin John Hadfield, died of cholera. 


Well, my great grandmother was pregnant again and gave birth in that tent in Moose Jaw 
to another daughter, Mary Hadfield. She also began to get sick. By the time spring arrived, their 
daughter was on the verge of dying like her brother had. My great grandfather had had enough. 


So, they sold what they had and moved east in hopes of finding a little more tempered 
climate, to try to start their future there. I just picture them standing on the station in Moose Jaw 
waiting for the train, looking back at their dreams crumbling and trying to start over again after 
giving it two years and one of their children. 


They settled in Galt, Ontario and there, they began to put down the roots from which this 
Canadian grew. That sickly girl was my grandmother and she named her son Roger and he 
named me, in honour of my great uncle who died out there and my great grandfather, Chris 
Austin Hadfield. My great grandfather fought as a Canadian in the First World War where many 
say that Canada first achieved nationhood, visibly defending the morals and the values and the 
beliefs that define us as a nation. That tradition is still with us today with our true current 
Canadian heroes, the peacekeepers who put themselves in harm's way trying to bring the 
Canadian ideals of peace and order to the rest of this planet. 


So, I am the lucky product of these new Canadians that Sir Clifford Sifton brought to 
Canada, the same people that stood in this Halifax pier and looked to their future. But who 
would have believed where the future would lead within the lifetime of that girl who was born in 
a tent in Moose Jaw? 


Like my great grandfather, when I was a boy, I also dreamed of open spaces. I heard of a 
new frontier and on a hot July night, in 1969, I watched the very first human beings step onto the 
surface of the moon. I walked outside that night and looked up at the full moon and decided that 
was what I wanted to do when I grew up. I thought that was the most exciting thing a human 
being could do and that's where I wanted my future to take me. 


But this dream was impossible at that time. There was no way that a little Canadian kid 
with a bad hair cut was ever going to become an astronaut. That was for super-human 
Americans. It was an impossible dream to achieve. So | didn't even say it out loud. I just kept it 
as a long-term goal for myself -- something that some day, if I had the opportunity, I might be 
able to do. 


Canada was the third country on earth to put a satellite into orbit. In 1983, when 
Marc Garneau and Roberta Bondar and Steve Maclean and the other astronauts were first chosen, 
suddenly the dream was much more tangible. Three months ago today, this small Canadian boy's 
dreams became a reality as I blasted off the sphere's surface and flew into wide open space. 


It was November 12, three months ago today, when.we strapped into Atlantis and from 
the coast of Florida hurled ourselves up off the surface of the earth into space. This is an 
amazing ride. It is unbelievable as this shuttle that weighs four and a half million pounds is 
hurled vertically, already going 100 miles an hour by the time it clears the tower, pushing 
through the speed of sound, going straight up, at 20,000 feet heading towards the heavens. It's a 
really wild ride. I didn't even feel nervous at the time. There was just a feeling of relief that this 
dream that I had had for 27 years was actually going to come true. 


Our destination was the Space Station Mir. "Mir" is the Russian word for "peace" and it 
also means "the world". But Mir was built in 1986, right at the height of the Cold War when it 
was never considered that the American Space Shuttle would come and dock with it. 


At that time, like my great grandfather, and like I am now, I was in the Canadian military, 
flying F-18s in defense of Canada. I would regularly fly right off the coast here in an F-18, 
armed with missiles to intercept Soviet bombers that had enough weaponry inside them to 
decimate North America. We would fly up next to each other, inside Canadian airspace, and 
bristle at each other. 


Yet, in the short 10 years since then, as a Canadian, I had the incredible opportunity of 
going to a Russian Space Station. But while there are a lot of pointy ends sticking out of Mir to 
dock on, none were compatible with the shuttle. So the purpose of our mission was to go up to 
Mir and install this docking module. The tunnel was built in Russia, flown to Florida, installed in 
the American Space Shuttle, picked out of there by a Canadian with a Canadarm and attached to 
the Russian Space Station in space. 


I had the honour of being the first Canadian to fly the Canadarm in space. This is a 
tremendous machine and Canada has earned a terrific reputation in the space community as a 
result of the flawless and smooth operation that the Canadarm gives. Flying this arm and putting 
the module together was like flying the very best airplane. 


The four American military men and myself, that were the crew of Atlantis, slowly 
closed in the Russian Space Station, and just under three months ago, docked with the two 
military men and one civilian that live on board Mir. We used the Canadarm during the docking 
to be able to see what we were doing. 


Mir is a cluttered place. Imagine if you went into your kitchen and there was no gravity 
and you didn't need shelves. If you just took all the plates and cans that were in your kitchen and 
just stuck them with velcro to the wall. When there is no gravity, that is the most logical way to 
set a kitchen up and that is how Mir looks. It is a jungle inside, but only three guys live there. 
There is not a lot of company, so it works fine. 


I was also the first Canadian to ever use a_ham-radio in space. We had a ham-radio on 
board the shuttle and we also had a chance, on one pass of Canada, to use this ham-radio on 
board Mir. With my call sign of 0-G, Victor Alpha 3, OOG, or Oscar Oscar Gall, I spoke to 
about 100 Canadians, ripping across Canada, coast to coast from just south of Victoria, arching 
up north of Winnipeg and coming down just south of Nova Scotia in 10 minutes. 


It gives an amazing perspective of Canada to be able to rapid fire talk to 100 Canadians 
while seeing the entire country roll by as one unified piece. 


Just before I left Mir, I stuck my crew patch on the docking module that I installed. It was 
designed by a Canadian graphic artist. It shows the horizon and the future of the earth and it 
shows the Great Lakes from as far north as we were. It shows the northern lights and four stars 
for each of the Canadians that have been in space. It shows the town I was born in, Sarnia, and 
the town I grew up in, in Milton, Ontario. I stuck that on the wall inside the docking module, and 
signed my name. Now everybody who comes out of the space shuttle on the subsequent seven 
flights and floats into Mir has to go by this graffiti that says: "Installed by a Canadian". 


After we undocked from Mir, we flew around it twice, to get a full photo documentation 
of what Mir looked like and to see our docking module permanently installed up in space. It is 
now a place for space shuttles to dock and join with this, the world's first large orbiting space 
station that has been up there for 10 years. 


Nowhere in the cockpit of the shuttle is there any sign of nationality except on the 
Canadarm panel. Here there is a big "Canada" and a Canadian flag. It's not on any of the official 
NASA drawings, but the technicians, the NASA American technicians that installed that panel, 
feel such pride and respect that they keep sticking that decal back up every time some official 
persons scratches it off. It gave me a tremendous feeling of pride to see this every time I looked 
out the back window of the shuttle. 


When I was 17, I hitchhiked around Europe and I was walking through the hills in 
Liechtenstein. I was living on six dollars a day -- and I looked pretty much like I was living on 
six dollars a day. I stopped to ask directions from a man and I didn't speak much German and he 
didn't speak much English. At first, he treated me with considerable suspicion and he politely 
gave me directions. Then I turned to walk away from him and he saw the Canadian flag on my 
back. He said: "Canada" and with a big beaming smile he took me into his house, fed me lunch, 
introduced me to his family and then sent me on my way. 


It is that respect for the Canadian flag, for the maple leaf and for Canada worldwide that 
gives me such pride to be from this country. 


On board Mir, when we were sitting. with Sergei Adeev (a Russian engineer), 
Yuri Ghidzenko (the Commander of Mir), and Thomas Reiter (a German fighter-pilot and test 
pilot), Sergei stopped a minute and looked at me and smiled and floated over to his bedroom and 
brought back a book. He opened up the book and pulled out a maple leaf. His daughter had 
collected a few leaves to send to him in one of their unmanned vehicles. She had also collected 
one maple leaf and sent it to him. He recognizes what Canada stands for, and what stands for 
Canada. He gave me this maple leaf as a gift which I put into my flight book and brought back to 
earth. 


I would like all Canadians to step above their daily problems and disagreements and look 
at this land as the cosmonauts see it, and as Sergei saw it when he gave me that leaf. It's a 
beautiful, open place of promise. It's as different as the personalities of the people in this room, 
but it's also as unified as the snow that blankets us and the cold that purifies us and makes us all 
Canadians. 


We are currently at a time in history when, for the very first time, we are seeing planets 
orbiting around other suns. For the first time as a unified planet, we are building great outposts in 
space. Canada is participating in that. We are lucky enough to be in Canada, a country where a 
penniless immigrant, through sheer force of will and hard work, can carve out a life of comfort 
and success for his family and the generations that follow. We live in a country where the dreams 
of a small boy are nurtured and allowed to come true. 


All Canadians must look at our Canada through the corrective lens of history and see this 
land as something not that we have earned, but something that we have been given. It's a gift 
given to us by the generations who fought and sacrificed to create it. Today, it's great to have the 
opportunity to see this Canada through the eyes of new Canadians. 


When I blasted off for space, I carried with me my great grandfather's pocket watch. I 
carried it for luck and also to honour the roots that make me Canadian. And I carry for him, as I 
do for all Canadians, that image of a maple leaf floating weightless, orbiting the earth, a gift that 
was a measure of respect for the peace and the order and the citizenship that defines Canada. 
That maple leaf on our flag has brought us together this week to celebrate Canada and it brings 
new Canadians here at the dawn of this next new century to join in building and enriching the 
Canada of the future. 


- end - 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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D4 acco. 


ACCOPRESS™ <7 


YELLOW 25070 JAUNE 
PBWAGK 22507 | NOIR* 
*BLUE 25072 BLEU* 

RL. BLUE 25073 RL. BLEU 
*GREY 25074 GRIS* 

GREEN 25075 VERT 


~ RUST 25078 ROUILLE 


EXRED 25079 ROUGE 


ACCO CANADA INC. 
WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO 


* INDICATES *SIGNIFIE 75 % 


75% RECYCLED FIBRES RECYCLEES, 
25% POST- 25% DECHETS DE 


CONSUMER FIBRE CONSOMMATION 


BALANCE OF PRODUCTS AUTRES PRODUITS: 
25% RECYCLED 25 % FIBRES RECYCLEES 


IN 


AAA 


